Introduced by Council Members Holt, Yarborough & Corrigan: 

RESOLUTION 2009-726
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING THE ROTARY CLUBS OF ARLINGTON, MANDARIN, ORANGE PARK, SAN MARCO, SOUTH JACKSONVILLE AND WEST JACKSONVILLE FOR THEIR WORK PROMOTING SAFE SLEEP FOR BABIES AND THEREBY REDUCING INFANT MORTALITY IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, October is National Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Awareness Month; and


WHEREAS, Sudden Infant Death Syndrome and other sleep-related deaths are a leading cause of infant mortality in this region after the first month of life; and


WHEREAS, there were 113 sleep-related deaths in Duval County during the past five years; and 


WHEREAS, it is recognized that babies sleep safest on their backs, alone, on a firm mattress in their own safety approved crib,  with no loose blankets, quilts or comforters and no pillows, soft toys or stuffed animals, in a smoke-free home, and dressed in light sleep clothing; and


WHEREAS, the Rotary Clubs of Arlington, Mandarin, Orange Park, San Marco, South Jacksonville and West Jacksonville have determined to make a difference for these newest citizens in our area in part by securing funding to purchase and distribute t-shirts labeled “Sleep This Side Up” to indicate the appropriate position for babies’ sleep; and


WHEREAS, these clubs are distributing additional information to new parents, thereby making parents aware of the most up-to-date recommendations regarding their baby’s sleep, and will distribute information and t-shirts to the parents of 5,700 new babies born in Jacksonville during the July 2009 to June 2010 fiscal year; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City of Jacksonville hereby recognizes and commends the Rotary Clubs of Arlington, Mandarin, Orange Park, San Marco, South Jacksonville, and West Jacksonville for their advocacy for safe sleep for babies and recognize and commend these six Rotary Clubs for their advocacy for safe sleep for babies.  


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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